
Living at Naas Town Hall: Part 2 

By Wayne Byrne, Naas Library 

 

Another of Lou’s grandsons, Peter Doyle, of Naas Urban District Council, has been charting the 

history of Naas Town Hall down the years and has noted the trajectory of caretakers employed: 

“There were seven caretakers throughout the Town Hall’s history, the first caretaker being hired 

in 1906, and that was PJ Holton, a retired and widowed army man who held the position until 

1910. PJ moved out of the Town Hall upon his resignation, which led to the Council hiring Dennis 

Scully, who was already the Sanitary Sub-Officer. His previous job entailed checking that 

businesses and private dwellings were disposing of their waste properly, because there were 

diseases like dysentery around at the time. So, it was his job to keep Naas tidy by keeping an eye 

on the townspeople as well as the shopkeepers until he went for the position of caretaker of the 

Town Hall and got it. He moved in with his wife Mary and his son Dennis Jr. His job entailed the 

usual stuff: sweeping and mopping the floors, setting it up for dances and events and all that. Like 

PJ Holton, he had to join the Fire Brigade as part of his duties because they held the keys to the 

shed, the car, and the back gate. The volunteer firemen never met at the Town Hall, they just met 

wherever the fire was; so, whenever a fire occurred, he would unlock the back gate, get in the car, 

and off he went.”   

 

In 1914 the First World War broke out and Dennis Scully was called to action – the Town Hall 

was used to recruit men for the First World War – and so he was gone until 1919, during which 

time his wife Mary continued the job as caretaker and Sanitary Sub-Officer. When Dennis 

returned, he resumed his job at the Town Hall until 1931, at which stage he was getting older and 

becoming ill. Peter recalls, “Dennis would be taking weeks and months out of service, so he asked 

the council for help and that’s when Lou Doyle joined as caretaker to help Dennis. He passed away 

in 1933 and Lou stayed on to help Mary for another eight months until she moved out of the 

quarters because she didn’t want to stay there. So, Lou stayed on as the job for caretaker was 

advertised and two people subsequently took the position, but they didn’t stay in it longer than a 

few months. After Lou teaching them the job, they went and got different jobs, it happened twice, 

they just used the caretaker role as a steppingstone to get better jobs in Dublin and other places. 



So, when the caretaker position was advertised for the third time, Lou ended up applying for it and 

he got it in 1935. He was living in the Harbour at the time they moved into the Town Hall with his 

wife Ellen and their four children, and everything was fine until 1957 when he retired from the fire 

station as a station officer. Ellen was offered the job, but she wouldn’t stay any longer than a couple 

of months, until early 1958 when she moved to 44 Our Lady’s Place with their children Brigid and 

Peter, both of whom born in the Town Hall. My father, Thomas, then took the job of Town Hall 

caretaker, water caretaker, and as station officer permanently in ’58; the sub-sanitary job wasn’t 

there anymore, and the weighmaster job was gone as well. So, he became a council worker and 

raised ten of us in the Town Hall until he passed away in 1983.” 

 

 



 

 

Various Doyle family members over the years, including Thomas Doyle (bottom right) 

 

 

Young Doyle’s out the back of Naas Town Hall  



 

“After that my mother was offered the job and she declined it as well, thanks be to God! It took a 

while for them to give her a house and move her, so she stayed there for two-and-a-half years until 

early 1986 when we moved over to Hazelmere. Michael O’Farrell took over as caretaker in 1986 

but then they shut it down when the council began renovating the building that year. In 1986 the 

Town Hall underwent major renovation work which saw stairs removed, they bricked up the glass 

sun in the main foyer, and they brought the ceilings down. Michael stayed as caretaker until 1998. 

Then I took over from him for nine months and after Pat McCormack got the job, starting in late 

1998 and remaining there until 2020 when he handed the keys back to the library service.”  

 

Indeed, it has come to be that the Town Hall will once again be handed back to the library service 

as Naas Library will be returning home to the Town Hall under the new title of Naas Library and 

Cultural Centre; a further development and evolution in the town’s relationship with the library 

service, a long cultural history that has its roots in greater social empowerment. Peter’s wife, Mary 

Ellen, recalls the significant contribution of philanthropist Andrew Carnegie on the town’s literary 

provision. “When the library was down in Friary Road it was a Carnegie Library, a sponsored 

library funded by Andrew Carnegie,” she says, “it was the first one outside of Dublin. Carnegie 

was an American millionaire who made his money in steel and railroads, and he made sure that all 

his workers had access to books, so he set up free libraries all over the world. By 1904 they had 

put the library into the Town Hall and the Carnegie Foundation gave £500 - the equivalent of about 

£60,000 now - to fully furnish the library. It was given on the condition to keep access to it free. 

The terms were that anybody who wanted to avail of the library was to have free access to it, 

nothing was to cost any money; he wanted it that way so anybody could read a book or learn to 

read.” 

 

Well, Mr. Carnegie’s wishes are once again honoured as Ireland’s libraries are free for all, with 

greater access to material than ever before thanks to longer opening hours as well as online services 

and apps which means entire ease-of-access to literature, enlightenment, education, and 

entertainment for library members and our community.  

 



 

 

Naas Town Hall under development to become Naas Library & Cultural Center 

 

Many thanks to the Doyle family, especially Anthony, Peter, and Mary Ellen Mooney for sharing 

their memories and photographs with us.  

 


